
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS OF THE METRO EAST
SANITARY DISTRICT, ST. CLAIR AND
MADISON COUNTIES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 28,
2010 AT 1800 EDISON AVENUE, GRANITE CITY,
ILLINOIS AT 9:00 A.M.

President Economy called the meeting to order and the Clerk recorded the

attendance.

The following was the attendance:

Present: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Absent: None.

Also, attending the meeting were Executive Director Bob Shipley, Attorney

George Filcoff, Attorney Todd Neilson, Lansdowne Office Manager Cindy Worthen,

Treasurer Charles Hester and Superintendents Walter Greathouse, John Maeras and

Randy Presswood. Charlie Juneau and Bob Massa from Juneau Associates, Inc. were

also in attendance.

REPORT OF ENGINEER:

Mr. Juneau presented a copy of a Resolution of Support, for the application of

funds through the Capital Development Block Grant (CDBG) “Midwest” Disaster

Recovery Program and a Local Agency Certification:
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Mr. Juneau explained:

No action is required at this time.  We hope to have all of the required forms and
information by the next meeting.

Originally, MESD planned to apply for three grants: the twin 60” storm water
lines running through Granite City, the Bremen Climber Screen and the trough at
Lansdowne.

After examining the trough at Lansdowne, we do not recommend applying for a
grant.  The repairs are cosmetic and inexpensive.  Once the trough dries out, it can
be plastered and coated or a plastic liner installed.

I would also like to mention at this time, that I received a telephone call from Jane
Mercer at the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) regarding the new
sanitary sewer line along Exchange Avenue.

Executive Director Shipley, “IDOT has pumped water into the Lansdowne system

at no cost to IDOT and now wants to send additional water to the triple box culvert.”

Mr. Juneau, “I understand, but Jane Mercer asked me to remind you that these are

separate issues.”

Executive Director Shipley, “I agree, but we have to look at the whole picture.”

Mr. Juneau, “I will advise Jane Mercer to contact MESD.”

Commissioner Penny, “IDOT did separate the sanitary sewer from the storm

water line.”

Executive Director Shipley, “Ask Ms. Mercer to contact me and we will set up a

meeting.”

Mr. Juneau, “The contracts have been delivered to Korte & Luitjohan Contractors,

Inc. for the new steel gate structure & operating bridge widening for the Horseshoe Lake

Control Structure. I should have the contracts for the MESD meeting next week.”
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Mr. Massa, “Last week, I received an e-mail from Norfolk Southern Railroad

requesting information pertaining to the 24” force main replacement project.  I am

gathering the requested information.”

“Also, I spoke with a representative from the Illinois Environmental Protection

Agency (IEPA) and they are allowing the force main replacement by Bremen.”

Mr. Juneau, “Plans have been completed for the repair of the manhole that

Superintendent Presswood brought to my attention.”

Superintendent Presswood, “We will not be able to by-pass pump in that area, we

will have to shut down.  That will only allow about two hours to make the necessary

repairs.”

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

Executive Director Shipley reported:

1. I apologize for cancelling the meeting last week, but I received phone
calls from Madison County and the Flood Prevention District requesting
MESD send representatives to a seminar being held in Memphis, Tennessee
regarding emergency planning and new technology to stop a breach in the
levee system.

Superintendent Greathouse and I attended the seminar.  We were the only
levee district represented from the Midwest.  The other levee districts in
attendance were from Mississippi, Texas and Louisiana.

The need for an emergency plan and practicing the plan were stressed.  All of
the other districts have an emergency operation and maintenance plan and
practice yearly.  I contacted Ken Davis and told him to begin working on an
emergency operation and maintenance manual as soon as possible.

I asked the other levee districts if they would send a copy of their emergency
operation and maintenance manual and they agreed.  Also, Wood River has an
emergency plan manual and we are getting a copy.
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It was explained at the seminar that it will probably not be a flood that causes
the problems, but an act of terrorism or an earthquake.  So, they stressed the
need to be ready and to practice.

A new levee plug was demonstrated.  It is just a large plug that is 104 feet
long and can be used to stop a breach in a canal, ditch or even a flood wall,
but not a main levee.  The cost is Two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000).
It is new, so the price should come down.

The seminar was very informative, but most important, we made some
excellent contacts.

2. Pump No. 3 at the North Pump Station has been repaired and installed
and is working fine.  Illinois Electric gave MESD a Nine thousand dollar
($9,000) credit for the original additional charges to expedite the repairs of the
impellor.

Pump No. 1 is now being repaired at an estimated cost of Twenty thousand
dollars ($20,000).

3. We are still trying to reach an agreement with East St. Louis Housing
Authority.

4. Attorney Filcoff spoke with the Attorney for Madison County Transit
(MCT) and agreed to the changes for the E Street Bike Ramp.

In return, MCT has agreed to let MESD go under the abandoned railroad
tracks without encasing the 24” force main.

The Corps of Engineers sent an excellent letter to MCT explaining MESD
may have to cross the  bike trail with equipment or for future projects and that
there will be no costs to MESD.

5. I received a letter from St. Clair County stating MESD has destroyed
their bike trail and it is going to cost One hundred thousand dollars ($100,000)
to repair.  The bike trail they are referring to runs from Mudd Duck to Hog
Haven Road.  MESD rocks the road yearly, St. Clair County claims we used
too heavy of rock.

Attorney Filcoff sent St. Clair County a letter requesting a meeting.

6. At the Flood Prevention District meeting last week they gave the
contractor until October 2010 to perform all of the required testing.  The
contractor has not been able to perform the tests due to the high river.
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7. The Village of Alorton made a payment towards the Blue Waters Ditch
Project, but the Village of Cahokia has not made a payment or contacted
MESD.  The State of Illinois is starting the process to withhold motor fuel tax
money from Cahokia.

The Village of Cahokia is not operating the Blue Waters Ditch Pump Station
during the evenings and weekends.  The water is backing up and covering the
relief wells.  I do not know if it hurts the relief wells to be underwater.

8. A meeting was held regarding the installation of the new sewer lines in
Eagle Park, but once again MESD was not invited.  MESD is going to be
responsible for the lift stations and one location is currently underwater.

Mr. Juneau, “The lift stations will be above water when completed.”

Executive Director Shipley presented a letter dated June 24, 2010 from the City of

Venice, Illinois requesting support from MESD for the extension of the current TIF

District:
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Motion Commissioner Hanfelder; seconded Commissioner Crockett authorizing

the Executive Director of the Metro East Sanitary District to sign a letter supporting the

extension of Venice TIF #1 District.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENTS:

Superintendent Maeras reported:

1. The Mississippi River is still high; the pump stations will be in operation
for at least two more weeks.

2. Four mowers are out today, two are in Cahokia and two on Harding
Ditch.  The slope mower is also in Cahokia.

3. The mechanic is keeping very busy repairing the mowers and
equipment.

Superintendent Presswood reported:

1. A new hydraulic pump was installed on the 320.

2. The 450 is in Fairmont City dredging the ditch.

3. Pump No. 2 at the Lansdowne Overflow Building is not working.  The
pump is at least 30 years old, I do not know if we will be able to repair the
pump.

4. I was notified that a meeting will be held every Thursday at 1:00 to
discuss the new sewers in Eagle Park.

I am requesting all three lift stations be the same, so we can have extra parts
on hand that will work at any of the stations.



July 28, 2010
Page 7

5. The climber screen at Bremen quit working.  We are taking it out today.

Mr. Juneau, “We are applying for a grant for a new climber screen.  I will look at

the climber screen and see what can be done until we apply for the grant.”

Superintendent Greathouse reported:

1. Five mow units are out today.

2. A new Madison County Employment Program started and MESD
received a four person crew.  Originally, we were told it would be a 10 person
crew.  This program will end September 30, 2010.

Ms. Worthen reported:

1. Illinois-American Water Company is continuing to disconnect water for
past due sewage treatment bills weekly.

2. The residential monthly billings are beginning now.  This will cause an
increase of work for both offices.

3. Sewage treatment bills were taken to the Granite City Post Office on
July 1, 2010.  We had numerous phone calls, that bills were not received until
July 23rd.  Executive Director Shipley agreed not to charge penalties this
month due to the late mailing.

I have contacted the Post Office and they are trying to determine why there
was a delay in the mailing.

GENERAL FUND CLAIMS AND SPECIFIC CLAIMS LIST:

The General Fund Claims and Specific Claims were submitted for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Penny; seconded Commissioner Hanfelder to approve the

General Fund Claims and Specific Claims as submitted and order them paid.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

LANSDOWNE CLAIMS AND SPECIFIC CLAIMS LIST:

The Lansdowne Claims and Specific Claims were submitted for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner Crockett to approve the

Lansdowne Treatment Plant Claims and Specific Claims as submitted and order them

paid.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

LANSDOWNE ADJUSTMENT REPORTS:

The Lansdowne Adjustment reports were presented for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Crockett; seconded Commissioner Penny to approve the

Lansdowne Adjustment Reports as submitted.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

PAYROLL:

The Payroll for the period of June 27, 2010 through July 10, 2010 was submitted

for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Hanfelder; seconded Commissioner Crockett to approve

the Payroll as submitted.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

REPORT OF ATTORNEY:

Attorney Filcoff presented an Ordinance revoking Ordinance No. 90-0-002 which

granted to Environmental Control Systems, Inc., an Illinois Corporation, an easement for

the construction and maintenance of a roadway to service its hi-tech recycling plant and

regional pollution control facility, being adjacent to Metro East Sanitary District’s Project

11, Cahokia Canal, in Madison and St. Clair Counties, Illinois. Number 2010-0-004 was

assigned to this document.
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Motion Commissioner Hanfelder; seconded Commissioner Laub to adopt

Ordinance Number 2010-0-004 revoking Ordinance No. 90-0-002 which granted to

Environmental Control Systems, Inc., an Illinois Corporation, an easement for the

construction and maintenance of a roadway to service its hi-tech recycling plant and

regional pollution control facility, being adjacent to Metro East Sanitary District’s Project

11, Cahokia Canal, in Madison and St. Clair Counties, Illinois.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

Attorney Neilson reported:

1. St. Louis Pipeline has agreed to the fees for the next 25 year period.
There will be a 15% increase every 5 years.  There is still some language that
needs to be agreed upon.

2. I used the Madison County Employee Handbook as a guide for the
MESD personnel handbook.  I am now going through and highlighting the
differences between the two.

3. Rosemarie Heath and I met with Walter Stern last week to discuss the
various health insurance proposals.  Bluecross Blueshield of Illinois, the
current health insurance carrier, has quoted a 54.6% rate increase.

Mr. Stern provided options to reduce the monthly premium:  increase drug
card copays, increase coinsurance from $1,000 out of pocket to $2,000 out of
pocket, increase deductible, etc.  However, I do not think this is possible due
to the wording in the union contracts.

Mr. Stern also provided quotes from Aetna, Group Health Plan, Starmark,
Health Alliance, United Healthcare and Principal.  However, all of these
companies require completed individual medical questionnaires, before
providing a firm quote.

Questionnaires have been given to all employees to complete and return.
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Executive Director Shipley, “I would like to continue the insurance discussion

and some personnel issues during Executive Session.”

President Economy, “At this time, if there are no objections, I would like to move

ahead on the Agenda to Executive Session.”

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Motion Commissioner Penny; seconded Commissioner Crockett to enter into

Executive Session to discuss health insurance and personnel problems.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

The Board entered into Executive Session at 9:53 A.M.

President Economy called the meeting back to order at 10:29 A.M. and the Clerk

recorded the attendance:

Present: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Absent: None.

Also, attending the meeting at this time were Executive Director Shipley,

Attorney George Filcoff and Attorney Todd Neilson.

President Economy, “No action will be taken at this time on matters discussed

during Executive Session.”
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CORRESPONDENCE: None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

Marilyn Browning and Lea Summers representing Country Financial joined the

meeting at 10:30 A.M.

Commissioner Penny, “I would like to disclose that Lea Summers is my personal

insurance agent.”

Commissioners Economy and Laub stated that Marilyn Browning is their personal

insurance agent.

Ms. Browning, “I am gathering health insurance quotes from several carriers.

However, I cannot obtain a quote from Bluecross Blueshield of Illinois unless MESD

authorizes me as agent of record.”

“I have obtained quotes from 3 carriers, but individual medical questionnaires are

required for a firm offer.  I will be happy to meet with employees to obtain the necessary

information.  Also, I will keep all records confidential.”
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Motion Commissioner Penny; seconded Commissioner Laub to retain Marilyn

Browning and Lea Summers from Country Financial to research alternative bids for

health insurance coverage.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

Ms. Browning asked, “Do you want to keep the same coverage as you currently

have with Bluecross Blueshield of Illinois?”

Executive Director Shipley, “Yes, we want the same type of coverage.”

Commissioner Penny, “We also want prices with and without retiree coverage.”

There being no further business, Motion Commissioner Penny; seconded

Commissioner Crockett to adjourn.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Economy, Hanfelder, Penny, Crockett and Laub.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

So adjourned at 10:42 A.M.

_________________________
Clerk


